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Sir: 

In compliance with Rules 1.97 and 1.98, and in 
fulfillment of the duty of disclosure under Rule 1.56, the 
accompanying documents, copies of which are attached to this 
statement, are made of record on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of these 
items is that this reference was cited in an Office Action in 
the corresponding Japanese Application Serial No. 2003-077757, 
filed March 20, 2003. A copy of the Official Action in which 
it was cited is attached hereto, with what is believed to be 
the pertinent portion enclosed in a wavy line. An English 
translation of the enclosed portion is also attached hereto. 

Under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97(e), the 
undersigned hereby certifies that each item of information 
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contained in this Inflation Disclosure Statement was fi rst 
cxted in any communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart f ore i gn appl ication not more ^ ^ ^ 
prior to the filing of this Statement. 
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U. S. Application No. 10/801,037 
Our Ref. 8001-1179 

Claims 14-16; 22-24; and 26-27 
Citation 1 

Remarks : 

As referred to in Citation 1, for example, technology which: 

preserves control information and which is provided with items which control the 
storage capacity when multiple storage devices are being used by the user, and 
items which accomplish control of the total usable capacity by the user using all of 
the multiple storage devices; and 

which accomplishes restriction so that, based on the control information, the storage 
capacity does not exceed the amount used by the user; and which changes the 
control information when the circumstances of use change, 
is already known. (Particular reference is made to Figures 8 and 9 and the 
corresponding notation). 

In addition, design changes of the total amount and the setting aside of parts of the 
storage device is also nothing more than technical considerations which are 
generally accomplished. 

Remaining points are simple design items. 
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Record of the Examination Results relating to Documents of the Prior Art 
- Examined Technical Field: IPC 8th Edition 

G06F 3/06, 12/00, 13/00, 17/60 

Documents of the Prior Art 

1. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application 2003-58408 

2. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application 2003-63052 

3. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application S6 1*122762 

4. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application H3- 180941 

5. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application H4- 199323 

6. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application 2002-63052 

7. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application 2002-312225 



The record of the examination results relating to documents of the prior art does not 
constitute the grounds for rejection. 



